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FOREWORD

Olivia Venot, President of the SF2A

As the president of the French Society of Astronomy and Astrophysics (SF2A), it is both a great pleasure
and an honour for me to write these words. This moment feels particularly meaningful to me after having served
on the SF2A Board for six years, and I am deeply grateful for the trust placed in me to represent our community.

The 2025 edition of the annual meeting took place from July 1st to 4th in Toulouse, thanks to the dedication
of colleagues from the Institut de Recherche en Astrophysique et Planétologie (IRAP), who ensured the success
of the local organisation. With 585 participants, including around 200 students, and almost 90% attending in
person, this meeting once again demonstrated how essential and unifying this event has become for the French
astrophysics community. It is a unique opportunity not only to share the latest scientific results but also to
strengthen the bonds across generations of researchers, with the presence of so many young scientists giving
a strong and vibrant dynamic to our exchanges. Following the experience of the past years, we again offered
hybrid access to plenary sessions and workshops, enabling colleagues unable to travel to participate actively
in the discussions. This approach is now anchored in the operation and organization of the SF2A week, as it
is very important in the current context of our society. Preserving the environment is an absolute priority for
everyone, and SF2A wishes to contribute, on its scale, to this effort. I would like to thank the local organizing
committee for its commitment in setting up this option.

The scientific programme was extremely rich and diverse, with plenary sessions offering an overview of recent
advances across all fields of astrophysics, and parallel workshops reflecting the excellence and vitality of our
community. As usual, the career and institutions sessions are important moments awaited by everyone, espe-
cially the youngest, with presentations from representatives of institutions (Martin Giard for INSU, Philippe
Laudet for CNES), the CNU (Alain Blanchard) and sections of the CNRS (Frédérique Motte) and the CNAP
(Agnès Lèbre). We were able to have a detailed overview of the situation of research in France, with crucial
information for careers. As every year, our ‘Programmes Nationaux’, ‘Actions Thématiques’, and ‘Actions
Spécifiques’ of INSU-CNRS contributed to shaping the discussions, complemented by sessions proposed directly
by community members. This diversity ensures that the SF2A meeting remains a central place for dialogue and
collaboration. This year, 4 plenary sessions and 21 workshops were organised, covering subjects from stellar
physics to exoplanetology, going through also general relativity and high-performance calculations.

Alongside the scientific programme, our community also devoted time to crucial societal questions. The
Women and Astronomy Committee (F&A) and the Environmental Transition Committee (TE) organised ded-
icated sessions, continuing their essential work on gender equality, inclusiveness, and sustainability in research
practices. Other workshops focused on education and well-being in astrophysics, broadening the scope of our
discussions and reinforcing the social responsibility of our scientific community. These societal sessions are now
firmly anchored in the Journées SF2A, alongside the scientific questions that drive our community. The SF2A
meetings are a unique opportunity to discuss these problematics and represent a highlight, eagerly awaited by
many participants. As usual, these societal workshops reached again record levels of participation.

This annual gathering is also the occasion to celebrate the remarkable achievements of our members. The
SF2A prizes once again highlighted the diversity of talents and engagements in our community, from funda-
mental research to public outreach. The Young Researcher Prize was awarded to Jonathan Freundlich, from
Observatoire Astronomique de Strasbourg, for his research on galaxies evolution. The PhD thesis Prize was
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awarded to Giulia Pagnini for her PhD thesis entitled ‘The early and late evolution of our Galaxy through the
lens of globular clusters’, prepared and defended at GEPI, Obs. Paris Meudon. Rewarding Pro-Am collabora-
tions, the Gemini Prize was awarded to the ‘KILONOVA-CATCHER’ project led by professional astronomers
Damien Turpin (CEA Saclay) and Sarah Antier (Obs. Côte d’Azur and the Lab. de Physique des 2 In-
finis Irne Joliot-Curie) and amateur astronomer Arnaud Leroy. Finally, the Camille Flammarion Award for
Scientific Mediation (SF2A-SAF) was awarded to Meriem El Yajouri for her investment in the project ‘The
Stars of the Little Prince’ (in french, ‘Les Etoiles du Petit Prince’). In addition, during this week we rewarded
the winners of the Discover the Universe School Project Prize.

The SF2A Annual General Meeting also took place during 2025 SF2A meeting, with the presentation of
the moral and financial reports by O. Venot and K. Baillié, respectively President and Treasurer of the SF2A
Board. A vote of the members took place during the summer of 2025 and largely approved the reports.

Alongside the 2025 SF2A week, one of the highlights was the outstanding public event at the Cité de l’Espace.
The evening began with a two-voices conference given by Clément Baruteau and Florian Debras, then continued
with a screening of the film Deep Sky in IMAX. This screening was followed by a discussion with Olivier Berné.
This event was a great success, being sold out. The SF2A week is always an excellent opportunity to disseminate
astronomy to the general public, who always attend.

I would like to warmly thank all our institutional partners (INSU-CNRS, CNES, CEA, IRAP, OMP, Uni-
versité de Toulouse), the projects (IFU/Athena, COSI, COPP, SVOM, Mars Perseverance), and the sponsors
(OptoSigma, Mecano ID) for their essential financial support. My gratitude also goes to the members of the
SF2A Board – Johan Richard, Julien Malzac, Kévin Baillié, Arnaud Siebert, Nadège Lagarde, Rhita-Maria
Ouazzani, Matthieu Berthermin, Laura Selliez, Faustine Cantalloube, Eric Josselin, Didier Barret – for their
active contributions in this meeting (before, during, and after!), but also in general for their implication in the
SF2A Board.

The Local Organizing Committee deserves special thanks for its remarkable dedication. They created a
truly convivial and festive atmosphere that made this week unforgettable. The two evening events (the Wel-
come food trucks evening and the Prize Ceremony at Hôtel-Dieu) were highlights that were thoroughly enjoyed
by participants of all generations and left a lasting impression on the whole community.

Beyond the scientific programme, the SF2A annual meeting remains above all a privileged moment of ex-
change, openness, and community spirit. I sincerely hope that these proceedings will reflect the richness of our
field and will inspire future collaborations.

I am already looking forward to welcoming you all next year in Grenoble for the 2026 edition of the SF2A
meeting.

Olivia Venot, President of the SF2A


